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the railroad which addresses the location 
and quantity of the materials used, as well 
as vulnerability of the materials to ignition, 
flame spread, and smoke generation. These 
portions include equipment carrying por-
tions of a vehicle’s roof and the interior 
structure separating the levels of a bi-level 
car, but do not include a flooring assembly 
subject to Note 16. A railroad is not required 
to use the ASTM E 119–00a test method. 

[67 FR 42910, June 25, 2002, as amended at 74 
FR 25175, May 27, 2009] 

APPENDIX C TO PART 238 [RESERVED] 

APPENDIX D TO PART 238—REQUIRE-
MENTS FOR EXTERNAL FUEL TANKS 
ON TIER I LOCOMOTIVES 

The requirements contained in this appen-
dix are intended to address the structural 
and puncture resistance properties of the lo-
comotive fuel tank to reduce the risk of fuel 
spillage to acceptable levels under derail-
ment and minor collision conditions. 

(a) Structural strength—(1) Load case 1— 
minor derailment. The end plate of the fuel 
tank shall support a sudden loading of one- 
half the weight of the car body at a vertical 
acceleration of 2g, without exceeding the ul-
timate strength of the material. The load is 
assumed to be supported on one rail, within 
an eight inch band (plus or minus) at a point 
nominally above the head of the rail, on tan-
gent track. Consideration should be given in 
the design of the fuel tank to maximize the 
vertical clearance between the top of the rail 
and the bottom of the fuel tank. 

(2) Load case 2—jackknifed locomotive. The 
fuel tank shall support transversely at the 
center a sudden loading equivalent to one 
half the weight of the locomotive at a 
vertical acceleration of 2g, without exceed-
ing the ultimate strength of the material. 
The load is assumed to be supported on one 
rail, distributed between the longitudinal 
center line and the edge of the tank bottom, 
with a rail head surface of two inches. 

(3) Load case 3—side impact. In a side im-
pact collision by an 80,000 pound Gross Vehi-
cle Weight tractor/trailer at the longitudinal 
center of the fuel tank, the fuel tank shall 
withstand, without exceeding the ultimate 
strength, a 200,000 pound load (2.5g) distrib-
uted over an area of six inches by forty-eight 
inches (half the bumper area) at a height of 
thirty inches above the rail (standard DOT 
bumper height). 

(4) Load case 4—penetration resistance. The 
minimum thickness of the sides, bottom 
sheet and end plates of the fuel tank shall be 
equivalent to a 5⁄16-inch steel plate with a 
25,000 pounds-per-square-inch yield strength 
(where the thickness varies inversely with 
the square root of yield strength). The lower 
one third of the end plates shall have the 

equivalent penetration resistance by the 
above method of a 3⁄4-inch steel plate with a 
25,000 pounds-per-square-inch yield strength. 
This may be accomplished by any combina-
tion of materials or other mechanical pro-
tection. 

(b) Sideswipe. To minimize fuel tank dam-
age during sideswipes (railroad vehicles and 
grade crossings), all drain plugs, clean-out 
ports, inspection covers, sight glasses, gauge 
openings, etc., must be flush with the tank 
surface or adequately protected to avoid 
catching foreign objects or breakage. All 
seams must be protected or flush to avoid 
catching foreign objects. 

(c) Spill controls. Vents and fills shall be de-
signed to avert spillage of fuel in the event 
of a roll over. 

APPENDIX E TO PART 238—GENERAL 
PRINCIPLES OF RELIABILITY-BASED 
MAINTENANCE PROGRAMS 

(a) Any maintenance program has the fol-
lowing four basic objectives: 

(1) To ensure realization of the design level 
of safety and reliability of the equipment; 

(2) To restore safety and reliability to 
their design levels when deterioration has 
occurred; 

(3) To obtain the information necessary for 
design improvements of those items whose 
design reliability proves inadequate; and 

(4) To accomplish these goals at a min-
imum total cost, including maintenance 
costs and the costs of residual failures. 

(b) Reliability-based maintenance pro-
grams are based on the following general 
principles. A failure is an unsatisfactory con-
dition. There are two types of failures: func-
tional and potential. Functional failures are 
usually reported by operating crews. Con-
versely, maintenance crews usually discover 
potential failures. A potential failure is an 
identifiable physical condition, which indi-
cates that a functional failure is imminent. 
The consequences of a functional failure de-
termine the priority of a maintenance effort. 
These consequences fall into the following 
general categories: 

(1) Safety consequences, involving possible 
loss of the equipment and its occupants; 

(2) Operational consequences, which in-
volve an indirect economic loss as well as 
the direct cost of repair; 

(3) Non-operational consequences, which 
involve only the direct cost of repair; or 

(4) Hidden failure consequences, which in-
volve exposure to a possible multiple failure 
as a result of the undetected failure of a hid-
den function. 

(c) In a reliability-based maintenance pro-
gram, scheduled maintenance is required for 
any item whose loss of function or mode of 
failure could have safety consequences. If 
preventative tasks cannot reduce the risk of 
such failures to an acceptable level, the item 
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